
Meeting of the Cross Party Group on Co-operatives and Mutuals, 04th March 2020 

Conference Rooms C and D, Ty Hywel, National Assembly for Wales 

 

Attendees 

Alun Taylor, Coalfileds Regeneration Trust 

Brian Caviness, Office of Huw Irranca-Davles 

Ceri-Anne Fidler, Wales Co-operative Centre 

Chris Bolton, Merthyr Valley Homes/ Cartrefi Cymru Coop 

Claire Savage, Credit Unions Wales 

Clare Bugler, Walsingham Support 

Damian Faulkner, Bridgend Lifesavers 

Dave Browne, Smart With Money 

Eleri Cubbage, Office of Lynne Neagle AM 

Gareth I. Jones, TownSq 

Hayley Parker, Torfaen Borough Council 

John Chown, Wales Co-operative Centre 

Kate Spear, Inspirational Futures 

Kath Palmer, Cadwyn Housing Association 

Karen Jeffreys, Linc 

Marlene Silva, University of South Wales/ Wales Co-operative Centre 

Margaret Lippard, Right from the Start 

Martin Downes, Wales Co-operative Centre 

Mike Ash-Edwards, Office of Anna McMorrin MP 

Mike Erskine, Wales Co-operative Wales 

Stella Matthews, Splash Community Trust 

Steve Aicheler, Cardiff Metropolitan University 



Sue Poole Young-Dragous  

AGM 

The meeting commenced with the Group’s AGM.  The meeting included the AGM for 

the Cross Party Group.   

The Annual Report was noted.  This included: 

• All meetings were open to the public. All meetings were advertised to the public 

• The group has not met with any lobbyists during this period, other than the 

secretariat 

• Total income was £483.27.  Total expenditure was £483.27, including translation 

and catering costs. 

Vikki Howells AM was re-elected as Chair of the Group and Mike Erskine, Wales Co-

operative Centre as Secretariat. 

Speakers: 

Joff Gunter, Ministry of Life 

Martin Downes, Wales Co-operative Wales 

Claire Savage, Credit Unions and Damian Faulkner, Bridgend Lifesavers 

David Smith, Co-operatives and Mutuals Wales 

 

Discussion notes 

➢ Vikki Howells opened the meeting presenting herself and by welcoming the 

attendees. Vikki reflected on the importance of the topic and wondering what 

things are been done and what things can be done in the cooperation education 

in Wales. 

➢ Joff Gunter from Ministry of Life spoke about the method Co-op in a box. Co-op 

in a box is a game prototype aim to get young people in youth settings to learn 

about co-operatives business organisations. The co-op in a box follows four 

stages of general provoke questions related to fairness, social business, 

cooperation and so on. Joff believes that this method of gaming better engages 

young people by learning something important with fun.   

➢ Martin Downes, Social Entrepreneurship Officer, Wales Co-operative Centre 

presented the Hackathons, events where people come together to work in teams 

to solve social issues through social business. This help people evolve their 



problem-solving skill, cooperation and thinking about their community and the 

problems that can help fix.  Martin believes in 'Activate the crowd', in the sense 

how can we engage people with these social problems, how to train them, 

through cooperation education.  

➢ Claire and Damian talked about their work with primary schools in Bridgend. 

There are 12 credit unions in Wales and 17% of the members are under 16. 

Damian explained their savings schemes with the schools. The children are taught 

to save their money and think about how they want to spend their money. Of 

many benefits of the scheme, Damian outlines the engaging children with 

problem-solving exercises and the engagement with them and others – parents, 

teachers and the wider community. The goal is to begin large hubs in the future 

allowing wider community engagement and learn financial skills. Also, the savings 

schemes faced challenges, stated by Damian that resources will always be a 

problem where areas schools have a lack of resources. 

Organizations should come together to promote these schemes that will educate 

children and motivate them for future co-operatives organisations.  

➢ David Smith discussed the Co-ops and Mutuals Wales partnership with Awel 

Aman Tawe and Egni Wind Farm Co-ops. The proposal of the partnership is for 

Newport schools to visit the Awel Tawe wind farm, give the pupils the 

understanding of how co-ops work and wind power meeting energy. David 

believes that practice works better than theory and that the introduction of co-

operatives in schools is needed to create a positive impact in the communities. It 

was mentioned that the EU has funded with £1.5million to get Swansea schools 

involved in these co-operatives projects. David is wondering why schools are not 

responding to these initiatives and question what things can be done differently 

to deliver engagement to people. 

➢ The initiative of introducing cooperation education in schools is evolving with the 

new curriculum in Wales by getting students engaging with real co-operative 

activity. David highlighted that teaching, training, resources and political will are 

crucial to getting education involved in co-operatives. 

 

Questions 

- People with learning disabilities are not having these opportunities of training 

and their lack of employment opportunities. Someone asked how can people 

with learning disabilities have access and participate in the schemes, initiatives 



with cooperation education. As they stated that the schemes, programmes and 

training are not inclusive and accessible. 

- Which are the opportunities that schools across Wales have when comes to the 

projects with Credit Unions? 

- There are more opportunities to get schools involved in programmes, events, 

training with co-operatives organisations?  


